[Hypercalcemia in malignant diseases. Physiopathology and treatment].
About 10% of cancer patients develop hypercalcemia. The mechanisms behind the development of hypercalcemia are complex, but the most important facts seems to be increased osteoclastic bone resorption. Several cellular mediators play a part in creating and sustaining hypercalcemia. The article discusses these mechanisms, and reviews the principles of treatment. Emphasis is placed on rehydration and on inhibition of bone resorption. The use of diphosphonates (bisphosphonates), a group of potent osteoclast inhibitors, is discussed in some detail.